PRINT: ISSN 0971-8923 ONLINE: ISSN 2456-6756

JOURNAL OF SOCIAL SCIENCES

Interdisciplinary Reflection of Contemporary Society

© Kamla-Raj 2016 J Soc Sci, 46(2): 137-145 (2016)
PRINT: ISSN 0971-8923 ONLINE: ISSN 2456-6756 DOI: 10.31901/24566756.2016/46.2.07

Indigenous Knowledge-based Vegetable Garden Projects
for Poverty Alleviation in South Africa

Mayashree Chinsamy! and Motheo Koitsiwe?

!DST-NRF Centre in Indigenous Knowledge Systems, University of KwaZulu-Natal;
2Centre in Indigenous Knowledge Systems, North-West University, South Africa
Telephone: +27(0)312608588, E-mail: chinsamym@ukzn.ac.za

KEYWORDS Sustainability. Participation. Natural Disaster Management. Nutrition and Health. Gender Equity.
Government Institutions

ABSTRACT This paper is based on a case study, which investigated the challenges and prospects of sustainability
of indigenous knowledge-based vegetable garden projects in the Lekgophung village in the North-West Province,
South Africa. The garden projects were initiated by rural women to use their local knowledge of farming and
indigenous plants to alleviate their poverty situation. The study found that the sustainability of the project has
been hampered by lack of project managerial skills, limited participation of the community youth, lack of
commitment of project members due to irregular remuneration, problems of financial accountability, rampant
theft and lack of sustainable support from by government and other developmental agencies. Among the
recommendations advanced include improved incentive strategies to attract youth participation and a holistic
approach to human resource capacity building. This should also involve cooperation and coordination between
projects to share experiences and scarce resources.



